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Abishai was the son of Zeruiah David's sister 


1Ch 2:15-16 RNKJV 15 Ozem the sixth, David the seventh: 16 Whose sisters 
were Zeruiah, and Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah; Abishai, and Joab, and 
Asahel, three. 


Abishai wanted to kill Saul but David didn't allowed him 


1Sa 26:6-11 RNKJV 6 Then answered David and said to Ahimelech the 
Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying, Who will 
go down with me to Saul to the camp? And Abishai said, I will go down with 
thee. 7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night: and, behold, Saul 
lay sleeping within the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground at his 
bolster: but Abner and the people lay round about him. 8 Then said Abishai 
to David, Elohim hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day: now 
therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at 
once, and I will not smite him the second time. 9 And David said to Abishai, 
Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand against YHWH's 
anointed, and be guiltless? 10 David said furthermore, As YHWH liveth, 
YHWH shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall descend into 
battle, and perish. 11 YHWH forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand 
against YHWH's anointed: but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that is 
at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go. 


He became one of David's chief men and captain among 3 of David's 
mightiest men 


2Sa 23:18-19 RNKJV 18 And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, 
was chief among three. And he lifted up his spear against three hundred, 
and slew them, and had the name among three. 19 Was he not most 
honourable of three? therefore he was their captain: howbeit he attained 
not unto the first three. 


He with Joab pursue Abner 


2Sa 2:24 RNKJV Joab also and Abishai pursued after Abner: and the sun 
went down when they were come to the hill of Ammah, that lieth before 
Giah by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. 


He and Joab are credited for killing Abner even though Joab was the one 
who actually killed him 


2Sa 3:27-30 KJV 27 And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him 
aside in the gate to speak with him quietly, and smote him there under the 
fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 28 And afterward 
when David heard it, he said, I and my kingdom are guiltless before the 
LORD for ever from the blood of Abner the son of Ner: 29 Let it rest on the 
head of Joab, and on all his father's house; and let there not fail from the 
house of Joab one that hath an issue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth on a 
staff, or that falleth on the sword, or that lacketh bread. 30 So Joab and 
Abishai his brother slew Abner, because he had slain their brother Asahel 
at Gibeon in the battle. 


He with his men defeated the Edomites 


1Ch 18:12 KJV Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew of the Edomites in 
the valley of salt eighteen thousand. 


He with his men defeated the Ammonites 


2Sa 10:10-14 KJV 10 And the rest of the people he delivered into the hand of 
Abishai his brother, that he might put them in array against the children of 
Ammon. 11 And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, then thou shalt 
help me: but if the children of Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will 
come and help thee. 12 Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our 
people, and for the cities of our God: and the LORD do that which seemeth 
him good. 13 And Joab drew nigh, and the people that were with him, unto 
the battle against the Syrians: and they fled before him. 14 And when the 
children of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, then fled they also 
before Abishai, and entered into the city. So Joab returned from the 
children of Ammon, and came to Jerusalem. 


He wanted twice to kill Shimei for cursing at King David but David didn't let 
him 


2Sa 16:9-10 KJV 9 Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto the king, Why 
should this dead dog curse my lord the king? let me go over, I pray thee, 
and take off his head. 10 And the king said, What have I to do with you, ye 
sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the LORD hath said unto him, 
Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so? 


2Sa 19:21-22 KJV 21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, Shall 
not Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the LORD'S anointed? 
22 And David said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye 
should this day be adversaries unto me? shall there any man be put to 
death this day in Israel? for do not I know that I am this day king over 
Israel? 


He lead David's men against Absalom 


2Sa 18:2-5 KJV 2 And David sent forth a third part of the people under the 
hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, 
Joab's brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the 
king said unto the people, I will surely go forth with you myself also. 3 But 
the people answered, Thou shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they will 
not care for us; neither if half of us die, will they care for us: but now thou 
art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now it is better that thou succour us 
out of the city. 4 And the king said unto them, What seemeth you best I will 
do. And the king stood by the gate side, and all the people came out by 
hundreds and by thousands. 5 And the king commanded Joab and Abishai 
and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even with 
Absalom. And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains 
charge concerning Absalom. 


He with Joab his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri for bringing 
rebellion against David but didn't get to kill him, the people of the city Abel 
did that for them. 


2Sa 20:1-22 KJV 1 And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose 
name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite: and he blew a trumpet, and 
said, We have no part in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of 


Jesse: every man to his tents, O Israel. 2 So every man of Israel went up 
from after David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri: but the men of 
Judah clave unto their king, from Jordan even to Jerusalem. 3 And David 
came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women his 
concubines, whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and 
fed them, but went not in unto them. So they were shut up unto the day of 
their death, living in widowhood. 4 Then said the king to Amasa, Assemble 
me the men of Judah within three days, and be thou here present. 5 So 
Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah: but he tarried longer than the 
set time which he had appointed him. 6 And David said to Abishai, Now 
shall Sheba the son of Bichri do us more harm than did Absalom: take thou 
thy lord's servants, and pursue after him, lest he get him fenced cities, and 
escape us. 7 And there went out after him Joab's men, and the Cherethites, 
and the Pelethites, and all the mighty men: and they went out of Jerusalem, 
to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. 8 When they were at the great stone 
which is in Gibeon, Amasa went before them. And Joab's garment that he 
had put on was girded unto him, and upon it a girdle with a sword fastened 
upon his loins in the sheath thereof; and as he went forth it fell out. 9 And 
Joab said to Amasa, Art thou in health, my brother? And Joab took Amasa 
by the beard with the right hand to kiss him. 10 But Amasa took no heed to 
the sword that was in Joab's hand: so he smote him therewith in the fifth 
rib, and shed out his bowels to the ground, and struck him not again; and 
he died. So Joab and Abishai his brother pursued after Sheba the son of 
Bichri. 11 And one of Joab's men stood by him, and said, He that favoureth 
Joab, and he that is for David, let him go after Joab. 12 And Amasa 
wallowed in blood in the midst of the highway. And when the man saw that 
all the people stood still, he removed Amasa out of the highway into the 
field, and cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that every one that came by 
him stood still. 13 When he was removed out of the highway, all the people 
went on after Joab, to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. 14 And he went 
through all the tribes of Israel unto Abel, and to Bethmaachah, and all the 
Berites: and they were gathered together, and went also after him. 15 And 
they came and besieged him in Abel of Bethmaachah, and they cast up a 
bank against the city, and it stood in the trench: and all the people that were 
with Joab battered the wall, to throw it down. 16 Then cried a wise woman 
out of the city, Hear, hear; say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that 
I may speak with thee. 17 And when he was come near unto her, the 


woman said, Art thou Joab? And he answered, I am he. Then she said unto 
him, Hear the words of thine handmaid. And he answered, I do hear. 18 
Then she spake, saying, They were wont to speak in old time, saying, They 
shall surely ask counsel at Abel: and so they ended the matter. 19 Iam one 
of them that are peaceable and faithful in Israel: thou seekest to destroy a 
city and a mother in Israel: why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of the 
LORD? 20 And Joab answered and said, Far be it, far be it from me, that I 
should swallow up or destroy. 21 The matter is not so: but a man of mount 
Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, hath lifted up his hand against 
the king, even against David: deliver him only, and I will depart from the 
city. And the woman said unto Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to 
thee over the wall. 22 Then the woman went unto all the people in her 
wisdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it out 
to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they retired from the city, every man to 
his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem unto the king. 


Abishai saved David from being slayed by a Philistine Giant. And He also 
killed the Giant. 


2Sa 21:16-17 KJV 16 And Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the giant, the 
weight of whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in weight, 
he being girded with a new sword, thought to have slain David. 17 But 
Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine, and 
killed him. Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no 
more out with us to battle, that thou quench not the light of Israel. 


He risked his life with his men to get water for David at Bethlehem which 
David didn't drink but poured it out to the Lord 


1Ch 11:15-20 KJV 15 Now three of the thirty captains went down to the rock 
to David, into the cave of Adullam; and the host of the Philistines encamped 
in the valley of Rephaim. 16 And David was then in the hold, and the 
Philistines’ garrison was then at Bethlehem. 17 And David longed, and said, 
Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, that 
is at the gate! 18 And the three brake through the host of the Philistines, and 
drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, 
and brought it to David: but David would not drink of it, but poured it out to 
the LORD, 19 And said, My God forbid it me, that I should do this thing: 


shall I drink the blood of these men that have put their lives in jeopardy? 
for with the jeopardy of their lives they brought it. Therefore he would not 
drink it. These things did these three mightiest. 20 And Abishai the brother 
of Joab, he was chief of the three: for lifting up his spear against three 
hundred, he slew them, and had a name among the three. 


According to verse 20 he also killed 300 men with his spear 


Abishai might of had his imperfections but he was willing to lay all on the 
line for David his King , he was truly what Legends are made of. He loved 
his uncle the king and served him with zeal. 


